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DRAFT
Minutes of a meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group with the Parish Councilheld at 7.30pm on Monday 19th January 2015 in the Upper Hall, Cannington Village Hall
Present: 

Members: Alan Bullock, Alex Reed, Steve Dart, Alan Beasley (also Cllr), Rob Morgan and Dave Popham
Chair: Brian Stother (also Cllr)
Parish Councillors: Colin Allen, Mike Phillips, Lynda Laird, Sheila Allen, Alan Davey and David Greenslade

Clerk: Tina Gardener
Public: 3

Apologies

Apologies for absence were accepted from Lisa Bullock and Sarah Jansons (also Cllr).
Introductions
Jo Widdecombe is our direct support help from Planning Aid and kindly attended the meeting to assist with any queries.
It is almost a year since the NHP Steering Group was formed and the original aim was to get a draft plan to the Parish Council by the of end of December 2014. The revised timetable will be finalised and published shortly. It must be emphasised that this a Parish Plan and not a Village Plan. The group has been fortunate to obtain professional assistance from Jo Widdecombe and also Mandy Goddard a planning consultant. We also obtained a grant from The Community Development Foundation which expired on 31st December 2014. The group has received administrative support from the Parish Council and past and present members of the Steering Group should be thanked for their efforts.
Report on the Community Engagement
The Steering Group have tried different methods to engage the community including; four drop-in sessions at the Village Hall, United Reformed Church and the Primary School. There are currently 3 online surveys taking place and a final leaflet consultation to all households. The group has also been trying to include more traffic on the website and the consultation leaflet can also be completed on-line. All consultations will be finish at the end of January 2015. 
Current Timetable
Central Government have reviewed the NHP process to speed it up and simplify the process. It is hoped to present the draft plan to the Parish Council in 10 weeks time. There are a number of processes and community engagements to go through before it is ready for a referendum, an ambitious target would be the Autumn. 
Presentation by Rob Morgan on the retention of the village development boundary
Rob gave a very detailed report to the meeting based on the decision not to allocate sites. Items included in his report included; the planning background to the Neighbourhood Plan, Village Development Boundary, Conservation Areas, Areas of Public Open Spaces or Recreational Use and Green Wedges or Strategic Gaps and Affordable Housing. A copy of this report will be circulated to all members and councillors. The report will also be available on the website.
Discussions followed regarding the Village Development Boundary and whether there should be specific sites allocated.

Aims and Objectives

Aim – ‘Guiding the future development, regeneration and conservation of Cannington’

Objectives
1. To ensure Cannington develops and appropriate scale and is not swamped by new large scale developments.

2. To maintain a vibrant mixture of commercial enterprises and community venues.

3. To generate and enhance open spaces and public access to the countryside on foot or by cycle.
4. To conserve our eclectic mix of properties.

5. To safeguard the rural characteristics of the approaches to the village.

The aim and objectives have been developed from the initial feedback and are the basis of the suggested policies in late engagement events and surveys.

Questions and answers were exchanged between those present. Open and frank responses were given. A wide range of views were expressed.

Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Monday 2nd February 2015 at 7.00 pm and Mandy Goddard and Jo Widdecombe would be invited to attend.
The meeting closed at 9.10pm
Signed……………………………………… Date………………………                          
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